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EDITORIAL 


ANL Carnival and its Impact 


The 30th of April 1978 was the 33rd anniversary of the death of Adolf 
Hitler amid the ruins of the Third Reich. It was therefore a more than 
appropriate date for the Anti-Nazi League’s magnificient Carnival against 
the Nazis. No one present on the massive demonstration can doubt that 
this was a major blow against Fascism and Racism It was nothing less 
than a triumph. 

Furthermore, it may well be that the enthusiasm of the demonstration 
has a lot to do with the NF’s dismal performance in the local elections 
four days later. The NF thrives on the idea that it is the party of youth, 
energy and fun. The Carnival gave this the lie. For here were young people, 
in their tens of thousands, joyfully affirming their faith in multi-racialism. 
The National Front — the “Party of the Future’? — has never mustered 
more than 6,000 on a national demonstration (and usually mobilises less 
than a third of that number). There were 80,000 people at the Carnival. 

This tremendous event should not, of course, be viewed in isolation. It 
was the climax of a year in which the Anti-Fascist and Anti-Racist Move- 
ment went on to the offensive, a year in which the dedicated work of the 
CARFs came to fruition, with the Labour Party broadcast, the wide 
acceptance of the “‘NF is Nazi’ slogan and, indeed, the foundation and 
growth of the ANL itself. 

It hardly needs saying, however, that we should guard against com- 
placency. Hitler’s Nazis gained only 2.9 per cent of the vote in 1928. Five 
years later they achieved 13 million votes and power. Further, the Front, 
like a wounded animal, may well react to the setback with increased 
violence against Black, Asian and progressive organisations and individuals. 
Furthermore, and perhaps most importantly, the collapse of the NF vote 
can be partly attributed to the revival of Tory Racialism. The Front has 
suffered a major blow, but the racism on which it breeds is alive and well 
and living in Conservative Central Office. 

This perspective implies two major tasks. One is the defence of those 
organisations and individuals who may come under increased violent 
attacks from the Fascists. The other is the development of the Movement 
away froma concentration on the Front and towards a more comprehensive 
anti-racist perspective. The ANL, (by its very nature a United Front 
against Nazism, concentrating (rightly) on undermining the Front’s 
electoral interventions), is unsuitable to play a dominant role in these 
tasks. It is the job of the CARFs, and one of the most vital tasks of the 
3/4 June CARF National Conference will be to confront these issues, and 
to formulate a new strategy in the wake of recent events. 

The war is not over. Perhaps it has only just begun. But we can at least 
move on to the next battle from a position of strength. 


NUR and the National Front 


The National Union of Railwaymen are right to take firm and positive 
action against the National Front and its attempts to create a rival structure 
inside the three Rail Unions. They have made it clear that any National 
Front member who behaves in a way contrary to the aims and objectives 
of the Union will be subjected to disciplinary action. 

A number of people have been critical of the NUR decision, but is is an 
ill-founded criticism. National Front aims are two-fold: first to create an 
all-white union, and second to establish unions based on the concept of 
the corporate state. That is why they talk about one big National Union 
for all, with a number of sub-sections for each trade. 









WEBSTER 
UNDER THE 
~ HAMMER 


The May election results were a severe setback for 
the National Front’s electoral strategy but more 
particularly for their National Activities Organiser, 
Martin Webster, and raises the conflict in the NF 
to a new level. 

In Searchlight number 28 we reported the back- 
stairs manoeuvring to dispose of Webster and 
subsequent events have proved us right. The 
widely reported attack in a London pub that 
resulted in a young Front member being stabbed, 
was admitted by a local branch official to be part 
of an internal vendetta. 

There is no doubting the ill feeling between 
Webster and Front leader Tyndall. Journalists and 
Front members who have been in their headquarters 
in Teddington, have been amazed at the slanging 
matches that take place between them, and have 
commented on the way the leader of the party 
stands for such humiliations. 

As one prominent National Front member put it 
recently: ‘‘Since when did you see the office 
manager talking to the guvnor like that and get 
away with it. You could understand it once — or 
maybe twice, but the only way Tyndall can take 
that kind of abuse is if he was powerless to do 
something about it. You can draw your own 
conclusion about the situation’. 

The Front is literally buzzing with rumours 
about Webster as the once golden boy takes on a 
tarnished image. 

Since his successful participation in the 1973 
West Bromwich Parliamentary bye-election, where 
he received 17% of the poll, he has pushed ahead 
trying to build up the Front as an electoral force. 
At the same time he has taken to the streets in a 
series of provocative demonstrations in a strategy 
based on Goebbels dictum that “any news, even 
bad news, is good news since it keeps the name of 
the Party in the public eye’’. 

- Two years ago the strategy seemed to be paying 
off and they only missed an electoral breakthrough 
in Leicester by the narrowest margin. Last year 
they shook the political scene by the number of 
votes their candidates gained in London but at the 
same time the signs were beginning to show of 
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carnival. 


a reaction, as the anti-Fascist and democratic 
organisations started to go onto the offensive in 
other parts of the country. 

Webster’s answer to his critics was a simple one, 
he merely pointed to the gains they were making 
and even his opponents often said: “‘You can 


-say what you like about Webster but there is no 


doubting that he is a brilliant organiser. That’s why 
no one can afford to get rid of him’’. The results 
of May 1978 have changed all that. 

From being on the threshold of success the 
Front have slumped back and already the blame is 
being laid on Webster’s doorstep. He is being 
blamed for increasing the cost of leaflets by insisting 
on acentral purchase with a space for local material. 
As a result branches could only afford to send out 
just over a third of their previous distribution. _ 

Other accusations are that his confrontation 
tactics have backfired badly and led to the success 
of the great Anti-Nazi League rally on April 29 
which demoralised many of the Front supporters. 

The incredible exposures of electoral dishonesty 
and fraud from all over the country are also 
blamed on Webster because of the pressure he 
applied to branches to put up a required number of 
candidates, which resulted in the Front badly 
overstretching itself and using very inexperienced 
people. 

Webster’s biggest problem comes from another 
source however and that is from within the leader- 
ship. Although like many others he was in the 
National Socialist Movement in the 1960s and then 
the Greater Britain Movement, (both of them 
ardently Nazi), and has had the machiavellian 
capacity for being in the right place at the right 
time, many of his associates now consider him an 
opportunist. rather than a dedicated national 
socialist. 

Tyndall has tried to cultivate a more middle 


Searchlight No. 36 Page 3 


NF ELECTION FIASCO - SPECIAL 4 - PAGE REPORT 


class image and surrounded himself with a smoother 
more articular lounge suited type with a profes- 
sional background, such as Brons, Smith, Kavanagh, 
Verrall, Read-Herbert. Webster just doesn’t fit 
in. It looks as though on this occasion he may well 
be in the wrong place at the wrong time. They 
badly need a scapegoat for their setbacks, and 
it becomes much easier for them to fulfill the 
demands made by their backers, at the secret 
meeting we reported in Searchlight number 28, to 
remove Webster. In an organisation where the 
scapegoat theory is at the centre of things, Martin 
Webster is made to measure. 

The drop in the National Front vote was due to 
two main factors. We have already mentioned the 
increased activity of the anti-Fascist movement 
and in particular the Anti-Nazi League, but the 
other factor, Thatcher’s statements on immigration 
is one that is of particular interest since it affects 
an important area of support. 

Although the Tory decision to use immigration 


as one of, its main electoral strategies will un- 
doubtedly cut into the National Front vote, they 
cannot compete with the full demands of the 
Front for repatriation, which are not in the interests 
of British capital with its massive investments in 
the Afro-Asian countries. That is why the Financial 
Times and Peter Walker are sharply critical of | 
Thatcher’s policy and the report of the Select 
Committee on Immigration. 

The consequences of this. situation will be 
interesting. In the immediate future the set back 
the Front has received will strengthen the hand of 
those hard line elements who have never been | 
happy at their electoral strategy, and there is every 
indication that they will want to get off the lead. 
All the signs point to an increase in violence. 

If they don’t get the kind of action they expect 
from within the National Front, then organisations 
like British Movement will swell their ranks. There 
are already signs that they are increasing their 
membership by recruiting disgruntled NF members. 





An analysis of NF votes 


¥9 76° F977 1978 
% % % 


City/District 


Midlands 

Birmingham 4.3 5 

Sandwell 17.0 9 

Dudley 10 

Coventry 4.4 2 
Wolverhampton 9 1 2°08 

Solihull 6 


Yorkshire 

Bradford 12.3 4.5 
Leeds Zed 
Rotherham 4.0 
Sheffield De 2, 
Lancashire 

Tameside 4 

Bolton 4. 
Rochdale 4. 
Manchester 4 


If the National Front had an eye to using the 
recent District Council and Metropolitan Council 
elections as a barometer of their likely success in 
a General Election, they must be sadly disappointed. 
Last year, readers will remember, this vote showed 
a marked decline in all major areas outside London, 
although in the capital it increased dramatically. 
This years results, insofar as they are directly 
comparable, show an even further fall in the 
provinces, as well as a reduction in London. 

On the whole, comparisons are not easy, mainly 
because the wards contested this year are not 
always the same as those contested last year. On 
the other hand, it is possible to take general 
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averages of their share of the vote across particular 
areas or cities. As can be seen from the table, their 
share of the vote has fallen off significantly. 

One of last years surprises was the Bradford 
vote, which fell from 12.3% to 4.5%. This year it 
has fallen to 3.1%. In fact, several of the NFs 
previous strongholds have become far less happy 
hunting grounds; an improvement in Wolver- 
hampton in 1977 when they increased their vote 
to 10.6% of the poll was offset this year by one 
of their most spectacular declines — to 5.5%. 
Similarly, their support in Sandwell was cut from 
9.6% to 7.7%. The Midlands as a whole showed 
the most impressive reductions in support, with 
every major area returning a significantly reduced 
proportion. Dudley was down from 10.6% to 5.0%, 
Solihull from 6.1% to 2.1%, and Birmingham from 
5.0% to 2.9%. 

Details of the London vote are, as yet, un- 
available, but preliminary reports indicate that 
their share of the poll has fallen to an average of 
about 2%. 

That other bastion of NF support, namely 
Leicester, is an unknown quantity this year as it 
did not have any elections. 

The other surprise about these elections was 
the difficulty the NF obviously had in finding 
candidates. In Coventry for example, they contested 
only 7 out of 18 seats, compared with 8 out of 9 
last year. In Sandwell they could find only 9, 
compared with 12 in 1977. In Sheffield and 
Doncaster they fielded no candidates whatsoever. 
Hardly the stuff that ‘“Britain’s fastest growing 
party’? would be made of. 
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LEGION 
ANUD AND 
UBTEREUGE 


“Of all the political parties we are the party which 
most goes by the letter of the law”. Thus spoke 
Janet McClintock when confronted with the fact 
that people whose names appeared on her district 
council election nomination form, claimed they 
had been conned into signing. Even if she believed 
it at that point, she must surely be having doubts 
now that all over the country, similar allegations 
are flying thick and fast. 

Mrs Vera Raynes, and her husband, for instance, 
were astonished to learn that their names appeared 
on the nomination form of John McClintock, NF 
candidate for Chasville, Hayes. “I haven’t heard 
anything about this’’, she said. “I don’t support 
the NF — and I would probably vote Labour. 
It sounds like a forgery”. The fact that John 
McClintock is Janet McClintock’s husband, is, as 
they say, purely coincidental. So, presumably are 
the claims of Mrs Blanche Jeffries that she did not 
knowingly sign Janet’s nomination form. She was 
given the impression that she was supporting a 
local self-employed pressure group. At the time she 
had said “If its anything to do with the National 
Front, I just don’t want to know, because its just a 
Hitler movement’’. 

Just across the road in W. Drayton ward, NF 
candidate Steve Budgen was also getting himself 
into trouble. On his form appeared the names of 
George Norman, and Michael and Eileen Booth. 
The latter couple think they were deceived by a 
young man who turned up at their house and asked 
them to sign a form. ‘‘He said he was from a student 
union or something like that. He wanted us to sign 
and I was in a hurry to get off to work, so signed 
quickly’’. George Norman, on the other hand, is 
adament that he signed nothing. “I’m strictly 
Labour” he said. “I would not sign anything to do 
with the NF. They must have got my name off the 
electoral roll and faked the signature”’. 

In nearby Yiewsley, Mrs Daisy Ashford denied 
that she had nominated NF candidate Norman 
Chalkeley, as did Susan Palmer who had been, till 
recently, in hospital, and had signed nothing. 







Similarly, in Greenwich, 
solicitor has taken statements from two women 
who unwittingly ended up nominating NF can- 


a prominent local 


didates. Sally Robson was told by a man who 
appeared at her door that they were environ- 
mentalists, representing local interests in the area. 
Another who signed said “‘If I had known it was to 
sponsor somebody from the NF I would have had 
nothing to do with it’’. 

Even less fortunate was the NF candidate for 
Abbey Wood ward, who was forced to withdraw 
when it became clear that people had been tricked 
into nominating him. 

Perhaps the cheekiest stroke of all was pulled 
by Barbara Thacker, who was contesting the 
Thamesdown ward in Swindon. She actually 
tricked an Anglo Asian Immigrant into signing her 
form. Knocking on the door of Mrs Margaret 
Inghi, she claimes she was from the council and 
“said she just wanted another name and that would 
be the last one’’. Mrs Inghi however, did not have 
her glasses on, and asked for more details. Thacker 
repeated that she was from the council and made 
no mention of the NF. Later, she admitted that she 
might not have told all her ten nominators that she 
was from the NF. 

A curious variation on the general theme of 
forgery was perpetrated by NF candidate David 
Towers in Lewisham. He gave a false address on his 
nomination papers, and, as a consequence, is 
currently receiving the attention of the local 
constabulary. 

And what can be said of the imaginative NF 
candidate in Winchmore, North London, who ran 
as Sir Walter Rowland. Apparently no such knight- 
hood has ever been conferred. Asked to explain, he 
muttered darkly that “‘there are political reasons 
why I cannot go into this any further’’. 

Moving northwards to the Midlands, we find 
similar goings on in Birmingham, where police are 
investigating the claims of three housewives that 
signatures on the papers of NF candidate Doreen 
Palmer are not theirs. Poor Mrs Palmer says that 
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the signatures were obtained by her agent Arthur 
Shorthouse who still maintains that they are 
genuine. John Lawrence, the candidate for Hall 


Green was a little more subtle. His signatures ° 


were genuine, but they were obtained by mas- 


querading as an Independent candidate. He, at 


least, shows a little honesty. “‘I just told the people 
I was representing Hall Green and would they like 
to sign” he said. “I said my policy would be law 
and order. Nothing was said about any party”’. 

Meanwhile, up in Yorkshire, skullduggery seems 
to have been on a scale unparalleled in British 
electoral history. 

Seven electors in a Bradford ward have told 
Labour party officials that they signed a National 
Front nomination form, not knowing that it 
had anything to do with the National Front. In 
Rotherham, police are investigating the nomination 
forms of 5 NF candidates, after similar claims by 
people who names appeared on the forms. In Leeds, 
the Fraud Squad are being kept busy looking into 
allegations that signatures were actually forged. 
James Elvidge, who is supposed to have nominated 
NF candidate Audrey Rhodes told the local press 
that “this is not my signature. It is definitely a 
forgery. I can swear to that. I don’t do my ‘E’s like 
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that”. Equally adamant are his wife and daughter, 
both of whom appear on the same form. 

In the Chapel Allerton and Scott Hall ward, 
signatures were obtained by persuading local 
residents that they were signing a petition to 
improve local amenities. In another nearby ward, 
a woman was asked to sign a petition to ban 
NF marches — only to find later that she was 


nominating one of their candidates. A gentleman 


called Glenn Taylor has admitted forging some of 
the signatures, but claims that he has not been in 
the NF since 1975. Martin Webster, who has clearly 
not been clued up on this statement, issued another 
claiming that Taylor was ‘“‘an infiltrator out to 
destroy the credibility of the NF’. Other NF 
spokesmen, oblivious to both, are accusing members 
of the Labour Party of intimidating nominators 
into saying that they were tricked. 

And on this incredible episode of fraud and 
deception, we leave the last word to the National 
Front’s man of the moment, Martin Webster. ‘‘If 
somebody has behaved improperly”’ he trumpeted 
“we hope they (sic) are prosecuted’. And so do 
we, but we are not entirely sure that the legal aid 
system can stand the strain. 





THE BIZARRE CASE OF MR. STRANGE 


Perhaps the most bizarre circumstances surround 
the claims of certain NF candidates that they were 
tricked into standing. Take, for instance, the case 
of Mr Thomas Strange, of Bexley. According to 
him, he was “‘harassed and frightened”’ into standing 
for election in the Blendon & Penhill ward. Mr 
Strange is an 80 year old pensioner, and he tells the 
following story. “About three weeks ago, two men 
came to my door at nine at night and tried to get 
in. I didn’t know who they were. I was frightened 
and just concerned about getting them away. They 
produced some papers and asked me to sign them. 
I just did because I wanted them to go... I didn’t 
know what I was signing. The next thing I knew, I 
received a letter from the council last week saying I 
was a National Front candidate in the elections. I 
typed out a withdrawal letter with my reasons. It 
was signed by my son-in-law, and on Monday 
I took it to the council. But it was too late’’. 

Mr Strange is a fully paid up member of the 
Conservative Party, whose only connection with 
the NF is that two years ago he wrote to them, 
expressing support for the idea of a ban on further 
immigration. 

The bullying, it appears however, is only em- 
ployed when the intended victim is relatively 
helpless. Where there is the possibility of resistance, 
the simplest method is to go back to that ancient 


art in which the NF are becoming so practised — 
forgery. In London, for instance, three postmen 
woke up one day to discover that they too were 
joining that august band of men — the NF council 
candidates. 

Two, it must be admitted, were NF members, 
but even they were not aware that they had been 
nominated. The third had left the NF sometime 
before. Unfortunately, they found out too late to 
withdraw their nominations, and had to be content 
with an appeal to the electorate not to vote for 
them. Other NF candidates were surprised to find 
themselves contesting seats in two or three different 
wards. 

The fiascos which most of the local NF election 
campaigns turned out to be demonstrated very 
vividly that far from going from strength to strength 
(as they would have it) the Front was in fact 
having real difficulty in finding candidates. Many 
branches are currently in turmoil over the antics of 
Martin Webster, whose tactics over the last couple 
of years are seen by many members as having 
caused a demoralisation within the party, and the 
result is a distinct shortage of members willing to 
put any effort into party activities. And if the 
lengths to which they have gone tostand candidates, 
are any indication, this would seem to be very 
much the case. 


SS SSS 


Page 6 Searchlight No. 36 


TRADE UNION OFFENSIVE 
AGAINST THE FRONT 


The NUR’s decision to expel NF members from the 
union was clarified after criticism from politicians 
and some NUR leaders. Now they will lose their 
jobs if they try to bring ‘discontent and disruption’ 
to the industry or if they take part in activities 
against the union. 

‘NUR leaders in the West Midlands are carrying 
on an investigation into NF activities. 

In North London, an official of a local ASLEF 
branch told a meeting of the north west London 
A-N league that the NF were infiltrating local rail- 
way depots and insulting black workers in an 
attempt to undermine the trade unions. He said it 
was particularly bad at Willesden depot and Stone- 
bridge, where he knew of at least one black guard 
who was considering resigning because of the racist 
insults he had to put up with every day. :. 

NUPE branches have been urging members who 
work as caretakers not to co-operate if the NF are 
allowed to meet in public buildings or schools. In 
Leeds an area officer said, “We are urging our care- 
takers to refuse these lettings to the Front on the 
grounds that we feel our members will be placing 
themselves in a hazardous position beyond what 
can be reasonably expected of them in their normal 
duties.” 

He added that the NUPE policy was to oppose 
‘Four-square’ the NF. In Manchester two caretakers 
received telephone threats after the union instruc- 
ted all school caretakers not to open the doors to 
the NF. One man, Mr Davieson, said he had three 
calls from NF supporters threatening him if he 
refused to opén the school for an election meet- 
ing, and the other, Mr Dickinson, said his wife had 
been made ill after three calls from people claiming 
to be from Column 88, saying they would ‘get 
her’ if her husband refused to openup... 

Caretakers in the West Midlands have also been 
advised to keep the NF out of schools and public 
buildings, and the union has promised them full 
support if they are threatened with disciplinary 
action by councils. Mr Roger Poole NUPE spokes- 
man said, ‘“‘As well as being opposed to the use of 
public buildings by such organisations we are also 
concerned for the safety of our members.”’ 

The union has a national policy of urging local 
authorities not to let buildings to the Front. Mr 
Poole said, “We do not want the NF meeting in 
Birmingham — especially in schools. We are a 
multi-racial society and it is an insult to coloured 
school children to allow the Front to hold meet- 
ings in their classrooms.” 





{ 


National Front ‘trade unionists’ on a march in London. 


In London the ILEA is campaigning to have 
the NF banned from holding election meetings in 
schools. But after the meeting in Loughborough 
School in Brixton in April, even the Home Office 
was said to be considering amending the Repre- 
sentation of the People Act to stop the Front from 
using school premises: Shirley Williams, Education 
Secretary, said that “‘events had underlined the 
way the party had used its rights under the Act, 
since ‘active efforts were made to exclude people’ 
from what was supposed to be a public meeting. 

Although the GMWU- executive council clearly 
stated its opposition to the policies of the NF 
and other racialist organisations, a National Front 
member has been elected as a shop steward in 
Preston. 

Godfrey Skinner stood as NF candidate in the 
local elections, and was recently fined for display- 
ing one of their more obnoxious posters in the 
town centre. But his colleagues at Preston car- 
parks said that he didn’t talk about his politics at 
work and that they were irrelevant to his new 
position. Officials at the union were at first un- 
decided as to what action to take, if any. 

Skinner was caught in the act of sticking the 
poster in the town by a policeman, who described 
him as acting in a very furtive manner. “‘He kept 
looking from side to side,” he said. ‘“Then he stuck 
a small poster on one of the pillars.” ; 

But Skinner tried to make out that he was really 
having an asthma attack and using his inhaler, and 
denied all knowledge of the other posters found 
in his pockets at the police station. 

He was found guilty of displaying a poster which 
was threatening, abusive and insulting and likely to 
cause a breach of the peace. 
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On Wednesday March 2 George Lindo, a 26 year 
old West Indian, was sent to prison for two years 
after being found guilty of armed robbery by an 
all white jury. That sentence has been denounced 
as a frame-up by the Black community and has 
given rise to deep concern amongst many people in 
the area. 

George Lindo has been found guilt on the basis 
of that most unsatisfactory form of evidence, 
uncorrobated police testimony. 

He was arrested following an armed robbery on 
August 3 1977 and taken to the main Bradford 
police station in the Tyris, where he claims that he 
was refused permission to phone either his family 
or his solicitor. 

Although he strongly denied the charges made 
against him, he was interrogated in a cell for some 
15 hours and at the end of that time released after 
signing a “‘confession’’. 

Lindo’s first action was to contact his solicitor 
and return with him to the police station in order 
to make a statement claiming that his so-called 
“confession’’ was signed under pressure. 

The significant thing about the confession is that 
the police claim that it was dictated to them by 
Lindo, but this is strenuously denied. Two experts 
in West Indian dialect, which Lindo speaks, from 
Bradford University claimed that the statement 
could not have been dictated by Lindo. 

When the case was heard in court on February 
15, George Lindo produced three witnesses who 
claimed that he could not have been involved in 
the crime since he was at his mother’s house at 
the time it took place. 

The case against him rested solely on the disputed 
“confession’”’, there was no_ identification or 
forensic evidence produced. 

One of the most worrying aspects of the case 
is the recent record of the Bradford police. A 
Detective Chief Inspector and his WPC daughter 
have been suspended from the force in connection 
with a case two years ago, when a man was jailed 
for 18 months as a consequence of which they 
both face perjury charges. 

A more recent case was that of Geoffrey Elliot 
who in January 1977 signed a confession admitting 
rape but was subsequently cleared of the crime on 
February 17 1978, when someone else admitted 
responsibility. The Chief Constable has ordered an 
inquiry into how it came about that Elliot signed a 
“confession’’. 
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The disturbing case 
of George Lindo 


The George Lindo Defence Committee have 
claimed that one of the officers involved in the 
Elliot case was also involved with Lindo. 

When the jury found George Lindo guilty he 
was remanded until March 2 for enquiries to be 
made into his background. His lawyer then made a 
final plea to Judge Bennett, pointing out that he 
was of previous good character with no criminal 
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Donald Lindo, 12-year-old brother of George. Black residents 
in Bradford claim the police are setting out to harass the Lindos. 
Photo: ‘Bradford Black’. 





record and that there were two areas of doubt: 
(1) the ‘‘confession’’ and (2) the fact that enquiries 
were going on into previous cases concerning the 
local police. 

Judge Bennett dismissed this plea stating that an 
example ought to be made of Lindo. 

Immediately following the sentence a defence 
committee was formed and to date some ten pickets 
have been held outside the Tyris, Armley Prison 
and Leeds Crown Court. The committee are also 
appealing for funds to back an appeal. 

Action was also being taken from other quarters 
and within an hour of the jury’s verdict on February 
15 a police officer called at the home of Lindo’s 
father, John. The officer claimed that the Lindo’s 
dog was molesting him and asked to see the dog 
licence which was duly produced, but on March 7 
Donald Lindo, George’s younger brother, was 
summoned to appear before Bradford Magistrates 
on March 22 to answer a charge of allowing the 
dog onto the streets without a name disc. 

It was at this point that things started to go 
wrong for the police. Donald, accompanied by his 
father George, entered the court when the case was 
called and sat on a rear seat, when the clerk asked 
for Donald Lindo to enter the witness box there 
was a stir as a small 12 year old boy stepped 
forward. 


The prosecuting council indicated that he 
thought it was the elder person who was Donald, 
but Mr Lindo confirmed that the summons was for 
his 12 year old son. The embarrassment was acute 
as the magistrate and the prosecuting council went 
into a huddle. At last the bench put the question: 
“Is there another person, a bigger man called 
Donald Lindo where you live?”’ 

“No, I am the only Donald living in my house”. 
The magistrate looked annoyed at what had almost 
descended to farce and did the only thing possible, 
dismissed the case. 

This case has so far raised two important issues. 
The first concerns the absence of Blacks and Asians 
available for jury service in Bradford, a situation 
that needs looking into with some urgency. And 
the second is contained within the summons to 
young Donald, was it a question of mistaken 
identity or just downright incompetence and an 
attempt to harass the Lindo family that backfired? 

Either way George Lindo sits behind bars 
protesting his innocence. But he can be assured of 
one thing, it isn’t the end of the George Lindo 
story but merely the beginning. 

Further information can be obtained from the 
George Lindo Action Committee, c/o The Studio, 
Rear of 8 Springbank Place, Bradford 8. 


HANMAN THE HOAXER 


Philip Hanman, a Tory candidate in Greenwich and 
an ex-NF man, had a ‘flash of inspiration on a 
Sunday afternoon’, as he put it, that he will be 
regretting for some time to come. He was bothered 
by the local council’s firm opposition to the NF 
and by their decision to ban them from using the 
town hall and other public buildings. Then it 
occurred to him to invent a new anti-racist group 
that advocated violence, to see if the council would 
ban that as well. 

So he sent a statement to the local paper, the 
Kentish Independent, announcing the formation of 
the All Greenwich Anti-Racist Action Committee. 
The paper printed it ‘in good. faith’ without con- 
firming the existence of the organisation, and 
Frank Dunkley devoted his whole column to a 
tirade against ‘those hairy groups’on the far Left’. 
The significant part of the statement was that the 
group had adopted a policy of denying platforms 
to all racist candidates ‘by force -- if necessary’. 
Hanman had also invented a spokesman for the 
organisation, which supposedly consisted of 
various left-wing groups, trade unions and student 
unions. 

But a week later the same paper carried the head- 
lines ‘We Expose Race Hoaxer — Tory candidate 
wrote phoney press release’. Detective work by 
local anti-racists and journalists had led straight to 
Philip Hanman’s typewriter. 

The West Woolwich Conservative Association 
disowned Hanman immediately after they were 


informed of the hoax and said, ‘““‘We want nothing 
more to do with this man”’. 

“A leopard does not change its spots”, was 
Coun. Capelin’s comment when, as leader of the 
council, he was asked what he thought. “This man 
has shown by his actions that he is so unscrupulous 


- that he is prepared to do anything to get a seat on 


the council”’. 

Frank Dunley wrote another column on the 
subject, defending himself for attacking a non- 
existent organisation, but assuring his readers that 
he liked baiting the Left anyway. Then he said, 
“The far Left gain credibility only by appearing 
to oppose the National Front. And, in turn, 
the NF gains credibility only by feeding on this 
opposition’. 

The existing Greenwich CARF felt it had suffered 
most asaresult of Hanman’s efforts. Eric Shopland, 
the secretary, said, “‘This elaborate and fairly 
sophisticated hoax represents a disreputable and 
disgraceful attempt to smear our organisation, 
which has earnestly attempted to unite people of 
very different political and religious views against 
the growth of neo-Fascist organisations like the 
National Front. 

“It is indicative that the hoax should have been 
constructed by an individual who spent four 
years in the NF and who now so frequently and 
vehemently claims he has seen the error of his 
ways.” 
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This report is really a brief outline of racist violence 
from February 27 to May 7 taken from our press 
cuttings. But it is detailed enough to clearly in- 
dicate how racist propaganda sows the seeds of a 


the message of racist organisations like the National 
Front and British Movement. 


Bradford 


Frank Burden, a Front member, who in January 
had been fined for his part in the attack on the 
Civil Liberties meeting at UMIST, Manchester, 
was charged on February 27 with assaulting a 
Pakistani. 

The attack took place in the city centre and 
then later in the Queen Hotel. 


from Stratford-Upon-Avon who was visiting rela- 
tives in Bradford. He was walking through the 
city centre with them when they were approached 
by a group of youths and Burden punched him, 
breaking his nose. 

Burden ran off into the Queen Hotel, and Mr 
Benning followed him and saw Burden break a 
glass and throw it at him, others followed. 

Judge Chapman sentenced Burden to 9 months 
in jail and told him that “Mr Benning just hap- 
pened to be there and got punched on the nose 
because his skin is a different colour from yours.” 


Hitchin 


Two National Front members in Hitchin, Simon 
McAndrew and Stephen Wheatley, decided to start 
terrorising Asians and formed a cover organisation, 
the Anti-Asian Squad, for their activities. The 
squad was composed mainly of people who lived 
in the Baldock area who, according to the police, 
“took it upon themselves to harass Asians by 
throwing bricks through their windows”. They 
also tried to start a fire in the doorway of a house. 

Their plans came unstuck when they told a 
policeman late one night: “Don’t go into Park 
Street tonight mate. We are going to hit it again, 
just stay away. It’s for the good of the country, 
scaring off Asians.” 

When they appeared in court in St. Albans, 
it was learned that Wheatley was in breach of 
probation and had previous convictions for criminal 
damage, burglary and breach of the peace. 

McAndrew was given a 9 month jail sentence 
suspended for two years and fined £50. Wheatley 
was sent to prison for 9months. 


Manchester 


The Iqbal family live in Longsight, Manchester, 
and during the past year have been the victims 
of constant racist harassment. 
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hate, whose logical conclusion is an eruption of 
physical assault, calculated to heavily underline 


Dilawar Paul Denning said he was a police officer ° 





















































They have had their windows broken on several 
occasions, had NF daubed on the walls and a num- 
ber of attempts have been made to set the house 
on fire. 

On the evening of Tuesday, March 7 a number 
of youths were seen to be hanging around the 
house and some of them had tied a long piece of 
string to the door knocker, and whilst in hiding 
had started to pull at it. 

Suddenly there was a crack through the back 
window and in moments the room was turned 
into a blazing inferno. Mrs Iqbal and the children 
panicked and in the confusion six year old Javid 
was left in his bedroom. 

By the time he was rescued he was in a serious 
condition and three weeks later still critically ill 
in hospital. 

Another victim has been claimed as a conse- 
quence of the ,activities of racially motivated 
organisations stirring people into insane acts of 
violence. 


West London 


Five racist inspired youths raided the Army Cadet 
Training Centre in Paddington and stole two Bren 
guns, seven .303 rifles, eight pairs of combat 
trousers, two denim jackets, 154 rounds of blank 
ammunition and two gun cleaning sets. 

The Bren guns were eventually recovered from 
under the floor boards at the home of 34-year old 
John Tone. He claimed that they decided to teach 
coloured people a “lesson” by scaring them follow- 
ing a row in a pub. The idea was to raid the depot 
and leave an NF sign. 

One of the accused Robert Nash, who was jailed 
for six months when he appeared at Marylebone 
Court, said: “I thought that if the coloured people 


























































e 
heard about it they might think that someone was 
going to get them.” 


Haringey 

Racists struck four times in the Muswell Hill area 
between March 30 and April 14. The first attack 
took place in the early hours of Thursday , March 
30 when a corner shop in Wood Green was daubed 
with the slogans ‘‘Adolf Hitler Lives” and “Jesus 
Christ was killed by Jews’. ’ 

That same night the Muswell Avenue home o 
Pauline Naidoo was sprayed with KKK signs, 
swastikas and slogans saying: ‘We are back’. The 
attack followed a letter written by Pauline Naidoo 
to the Radio Times criticising an article about the 
Nazi concentration camps. In an interview with 
the Hornsey Journal she said: “I wrote to the 
Radio Times because of an article they had written 
on the concentration camps. As a Jew who had 
some relatives murdered in these camps I was ap- 
palled by the way it was written.” 

Shortly before discovering the slogans she had a 
phone call saying ““You are a Jewess. You should 
be deported to Israel.” 

Police put the incident down to local kids and a 
spokesman said: “The National Front or a political 
organisation wouldn’t do it like that, they would 
have a car. Kids were seen running away from the 
house, and these kids don’t know the difference 
between fascism and communism.” 

On the same day these attacks took place the 
Journal received a call from a middle-aged woman 
claiming to be speaking on behalf of the Knights 
of the Klu Klux Klan (Dave Duke’s organisation). 
The Wood Green police were informed but a 
week later the reporter who took the call hadn’t 
been interviewed by them. 


a through the front door and an interior wall, 


* it was a racially motivated attack, but the police 
, think differently. He was visited by two Scotland 


} National Front are just the same.” 


<a hole as big as a 50p piece was left in the window. 


' and a full description of the occupants was passed 






The next attack was a frightening experience 
that could have had a tragic outcome. It took 
place in the early hours of the following Monday 
morning when a four-inch nail was fired from a 
gun used on a building site, smashing its way 


straight across the room, tearing the curtains be- 
fore embedding itself in the opposite wall. 
The occupant, who is Jewish, is convinced that 


Yard men who said: “Rule out political motives”, 
which did not impress him. “If it’s not racist, it’s 
a maniac. The Nazi period in Germany and the 


Next on the list was New Beacon Bookshop 
who were attacked the following morning and 


A car was seen parked across the road at 4.00 am 
over to the police. 


Leeds 


Following a National Front meeting in Leeds on 
April 22 a gang of five men beat-up two West 
Indians in the city centre. They saw their victims 
walking along Park Row and blocked the foot- 
path, jostling and barging them into the road. 

They hit one man in the face, causing bruising 
and then set about the other, Ernest Kelly, knock- 
ing him to the ground twice then kicking and 
punching him around the ahead and body. Then, 
according to the police, they ran off shouting 
National Front slogans and racist abuse. As a 
result of the beating Ernest Kelly was detained 
in hospital for several days. 

Leeds magistrates rejected a police request for 
conditional bail when Chief Inspector Birdsall 
claimed that the five accused were either Front 
members or supporters. He urged the court to 
ban them from the city centre particularly on 
Saturdays because of the present political climate. 

Council for two of the accused, Pearce and 
Mee, said that he wanted to point out that his 
clients were not tarnished with the ideas of the 
National Front, and council for the others said: 
“They are not concerned with the political thugs 
who rampage through the city at the weekends 
and are not members or supporters of the Front.” 

We take learned councils point, they are pro- 
bably just your ordinary, decent, common or gar- 
den, unaligned racist thugs. 


Plaistow 


Local people were sickened at the news of the 
murder of ten-year old Kennith Singh whose body 
was found under some old carpets a short distance 


continued on next page 
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from his home, after he had failed to return from 
a local shop. The date — April 20 — when toasts 
are made at secret meetings held to commemorate 
Hitler’s birthday. 

Was this some perverted way of ‘‘celebrating’’? 


Whitechapel 


As polling booths closed, Altab Ali was stabbed to 
death in London’s East End, the scene of consider- 
able violence against Asians in recent months. In 
response to this latest attack an Action Committee 
Against Racist Attacks has been formed and calls 
are being made to set up effective self defence 
organisations. 


Wolverhampton 


In the early hours of Sunday May 7 a number of 
young blacks were making their way to a party 
when three men in a blue cortina car approached 
them and sprayed them with a blast from a shotgun. 

Two of the youths received the full force of the 
blast and had to be taken to hospital where one 
was found to have 19 pellets in his back and one 
in the head, and his companion had 13 pellets in 
his back. 

The car and its occupants chased them and 
opened fire on three occasions but fortunately 
no-one else was hit. 

Police have arrested three men aged 23 and 
they have been charged with attempted murder. 


This, then is ten weeks in Britain 1978, and as‘ 


we pointed out at the beginning of this article, 
it isn’t the full story but it is an alarming one. 

The tactics being employed are by no means 
new to anyone who has studied the fascist move- 
ments. Historically, the political arm has been 
supplemented by terror tactics aimed to inti- 
midate and drive home the political and racist 
message. 

It looks as though the long hot summer has 
started early this year. 


We hear that a highlevel meeting took place 
recently in one of the stately homes of 
Norfolk, not unconnected with a top NF 
member. It seems however that certain NF 
leaders were kept in the dark. We wonder why? 
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Michael _Kuhnen (centre) as he appeared in the newspaper 
‘Arbeiterkampf’. 


Connections between 
British and 
German Nazis 


The excellent production by Ludi Boeken of 
Dutch TV for the Tonight programme, on the 
activities of the new German Nazi groups and their 
British connections was very timely. 

Micheal Kuhnen, the leader of the Hamburg 
based group interviewed, claimed to have contacts 
with a member of the National Front who was a 
former parliamentary candidate. ‘Jock’ Shaw was 
the person referred to and he has an interesting 
history. He was until two years ago a member of 
British Movement and their London area organiser, 
and was regarded as a generous donator to party 
funds. 

Problems arose however in his relationship 
with British Movement’s East End members who 
demanded his replacement, which subsequently 
took place. Shaw was also reported to be in the 
printing trade and not averse to producing material 
for British Movement (BM). 

Kuhnen’s group has much closer connections 
with BM than the Front and most of their members 
are also honorary members of British Movement. 
In fact Kuhnen was reported to have visited 
Britain some time around April 5 (two weeks 
before the film was shown on the Tonight pro- 
gramme) in order to hold discussions with British 
Movement leader Michael McLaughlin. 


INTERNAL 








An intriguing insight into the almost paranoic 
world of the National Front comes by their North 
West Regional Agent, Harry Readmen. 

Searchlight was recently sent a copy of his letter 
to NF chairman John Tyndall “‘analysing” the dis- 
ruptive elements in the North East. 

Interestingly enough it confirms the claims made 
by former NF directorate member Terry Verity 
(who quit the Front last year) that one of their 
problems was the enormous turn over of members. 

The best thing of course to let the document 
speak for itself and although we cannot reproduce 
it all because of its length, the following extracts 
give a fascinating glimpse of the seedy world in- 
habited by that unlovable species — the National 
Front organiser. 


Mr Harry Readman 
North-East Regional Agent 
9 February 1978 


Report on North-East National Front 


Dear Mr Tyndall, 

Following your welcome visit to our area on 
Monday, you probably realised there was an 
element of disruption within this area. This is 
something which I have been aware of for some 
considerable time, and have been watching and 
noting the actions of various members through- 
out the NF branches, in order to pinpoint the root 
of the problems. 


Basic Problems 


1. Lack of organisation within Branches. 

2. Lack of interest in carrying out activities by 
members. 

3. Number of new members who after attending 
two or three meetings, disappear. 


Being a firm believer in the maxim ‘give them 
enough rope and they will hang themselves’ I have 
been manoeuvring people into positions of res- 
ponsibility throughout the branches, then leaving 
them to prove their worth. These were people who 
had always been regarded as the bulwark of the 
NF in this area. The results of my strategy are as 
below. 


SONFLICT IN 
SUNDERLAND NF 


Gordon Stridiron, Gateshead. Under him Gates- 
head branch of 40-odd members and supporters 
disintegrated completely. He openly says he has 
no intention of doing any organising. Yet still 
refers to himself as the Branch Secretary of Gates- 
head. Has actively worked against the Regional 
Council, which he told me he does not believe in. 


Bruce Anderson-Lyness, Sunderland. An out- 
right egotist, who uses the NF as an advertising 
media for Anderson-Lyness.. As chairman, he 
dominated meetings to such an extent that nobody 
else could say a word. Only his wishes were worth 
considering. Many members left because of his 
overbearing attitude. 

As you know, I received information to the 
effect that in 1968 Anderson-Lyness was organiser 
of the Young Communist League. This may be true 
or it may not be. At a meeting of Sunderland 
Branch, he informed us that, while on a world 
tour, he and a friend had been arrested in Yugos- 
lavia for watching aeroplanes on a military aero- 
drome. 


I have been informed from various sources both 
in and outside of the NF that NF information is 
being passed to the lefties by the bucketful. 

Since joining Sunderland Branch, Anderson- 
Lyness has introduced three persons to the branch. 
The first one was Peter Bradburn, who turned out 
to be a drug addict, whose friends were all left 
wingers, and had once been a hippie. This man dis- 
appeared from the town when their court case was 
due up for illegal postering. Anderson-Lyness had 
tried to have this man elected to a committee post. 

The second was a barmaid from the London- 
derry Hotel. A known hangout of the left wingers, 
hippies and dropouts. He brought her to a branch 
meeting without any prior warning of his intention 
to do so. 

The third was Paul Powell, of Darlington, a 
solicitor. I informed Darlington chairman Harold 
Outhwaite, who arranged a meeting with him in 
the local Conservative club. Harold states, they 
talked for a few minutes, then Powell said he was 
going to get another drink. He did not return, and 
nothing has been seen of him since. Anderson- 
Lyness had asked me to send Powell a list of all 


continued at foot of next page 


Searchlight No. 36 Page 13 _ 





HOW NOT TO USE RACE RELATIONS LAWS 


A Personal View 


The scandal, some months ago, over Mr Justice 
McKinnon’s summing up to a Jury at the Old 
Bailey when John Kingsley Read, late Front 
Chairman and leader of the almost defunct National 
Party, stood trial for his infamous “One down, one 
million to go” speech. Makes me think back ten 
years to when the Race Laws were challenged 
when The Racial Preservation Society issued a 
number of broadsheets and leaflets clearly aimed at 
stirring up race hatred by their content. 

The Attorney General decided to use the Race 
Relations Act to bring some of the RPS leadership 
to court. Arraigned in the dock at Lewes Assizes 
was our old friend Alan Hancock of the Heidelburg 
Hotel in Brighton, Geoff Dominy, an Agent of 
the Smith Regime in Rhodesia (later to die in very 
odd circumstances), the Midlands organiser of the 
RPS and two others. It was clearly a straightforward 
case, but almost at once the defence, funded by a 
“Free Speech” Defence Committee that was run 
and populated by a number of well known Racists, 
anti-Semites and ex 18b detainees, put forward the 
line that the opinions expressed were acceptable 
ones to most of the population and even to some 
black people. To support this view a number of 
defence witnesses described as “ordinary men and 
women” went into the witness box. 

A South London GP told how some of his black 
patients had told him they wished they could 
return home, how they were unhappy here and so 
on. Next Mrs Joy Page was put up as a tenants 
leader. It is true, she is a member of a private 
tenants body in London, but what was not revealed 
was her leadership of the Immigration Control 
Association. The GP turned out to be Doctor 
Mitchell, who had been court-martialled in the war 
for standing up in the officers mess and speaking 
in support of Mosley and Nazi Germany. He has 
long been associated with helping certain right 
groups, both financially and morally. The fact that 
the Attorney General’s lawyers were prepared to 
turn a blind eye to the way these people were 


being described to the Jury was amazing, par- 
ticularly since, throughout the trial, a team of 
Special Branch Officers had watched all that went 
on. So if the Prosecution did not have the infor- 
mation that these witnesses were hard line racists 
and well known to the people in the dock, why 
were they not made aware of the witnesses’ back- 
grounds? 

In the same way that the prosecution in the 
Read case did not reveal that his speech had led to 
serious racial disturbances in East London in which 
a number of Asians were hospitalised and a youth 
killed, this earlier example of the Crown not doing 
its best can only make one think that those with 
the responsibility to pursue and convict racist 
criminals, have little or no belief in the very laws 
that they are supposed to be operating under. 

The Defence Fund for the Lewes case had one 
very well known person amongst its leading sup- 
porters, the recently deceased author, Henry 
Williamson, the man who became famous for his 
book, Tarka the Otter, but less well known as a 
life long follower of Mosley and a supporter of 
various anti-Jewish organisations. 

Before the first Race Relations Laws were passed 
in this country, a Civil Liberties barrister told me 
they would never work, and it was much better to 
use defined criminal laws so that the public, the 
police and those prosecuted, would know exactly 
what society thought about them. He cited to me 
the case of the pre-war anti-Semite, Arnold Leese, 
being jailed for his hatred of Jews. He went to 
prison as a criminal and not as some sort of latter 
day martyr, which is exactly what the racists wish 
to be seen as. I was pleased to see the old barrister’s 
views taken up in a recent issue of the Conservative 
journal The Economist. 

Many people now think that whereas one should 
legislate for equal opportunities, the State should 
use educational means to create harmony between 
various ethnic and religious groups in this Country 
and until the day comes when we live together in 
a civilised way, the full vigour of the criminal laws 
should be used against criminal Racists. 





INTERNAL CONFLICT IN SUNDERLAND NF 


continued from previous page 


Darlington members so he could form a branch. 

Three members, three queer birds. What is he 
up to? 

I do not know what you will make of all this, 
I, would welcome any suggestions. Should we give 
him more rope, or get shot of him now? 

As I informed you at Mondays meeting, we have 
two youths willing to organise the YNF in Sunder- 
land. Both of them have been in the NF for a 
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couple of years, so they know their way around. 
Both of them, however, are civil servants and 
recognise that their NF activities could jeopardise 
their chances within the civil service. I have there- 
fore suggested they join under a nom-de-plume and 
use that throughout the NF. I will take all corres- 
pondence in for them. Can this be arranged? I am 
enclosing POs value £6.50 for Bulldogs and leaflets 
to start them off. 





If the National Front has a stronghold, it is in the 
East End of London. Mosley’s old stomping-ground 
is once again providing a breeding-ground for 
fascism. Local election results over the past couple 
of years have suggested that the NF has consolidated 
its presence in the East End. 

What sort of people are attracted to the NF 
there? 

A recent survey commissioned by the magazine 
New Society has shed some interesting light on the 
young NF supporter in the East End. 

New Society interviewed 301 young whites, 
aged between 16 and 20 in South Hackney and 
Shoreditch. The interviewees were asked a number 
of questions about their political views in general 
and about their attitudes towards the Front in 
particular. 

Firstly, the results showed considerable, but by 
no means overwhelming, support for the National 
Front. 13 per cent of those interviewed listed the 
National Front as their first-choice political party. 
This put the NF on a par with the Conservatives, 
and way ahead of the Liberals. On the other hand, 
36 per cent of those interviewed listed Labour as 
their first choice. 

Although this suggests a certain amount of 
support for the Front, one should not draw too 
pessimistic conclusions. The survey also showed 
that a great amount of hostility to the Front could 
be found amongst the youth of Hackney and 
Shoreditch. 

The interviewers asked their respondents to rate 
the National Front from zero to a hundred. 27 per- 
cent of the respondents showed extreme hostility 
to the Front by giving it zero marks out of a 
hundred. 

Thus even in the supposed stronghold of fascism, 
there is substantial anti-Fascist sentiment. The Anti- 
Nazi League have recently shown that far larger 
anti-Front demonstrations can be mounted than 
the Front have ever dreamt of staging. Similarly 
a survey conducted last year by Harrop and Zim- 
merman of Essex University (reported in Search- 
light 27) showed that anti-Fascist feelings are 
widespread in Britain. 

The New Society survey also paints a picture of 
the sort of person likely to be attracted to the 
Front: ‘Broadly, the group committed to the 
Front are more likely to be younger, male, un- 
skilled workers who have left school at 16 without 
qualifications’. 

This finding fits in with the view that the NF is 
largely attracting the ‘poor whites’ in urban areas. 
Harrop and Zimmerman suggested this: so did 
Chris Husbands in an article published in New 
Society two years ago. Martin Walker in his book, 


THE YOUNG Nt SUPPORTER 


The National Front, also took the line that the 
Front is a party of working-class protest. 

Nevertheless there are other findings in the latest 
New Society survey that do not fit this picture. 

The survey distinguished between those who 
were committed to the National Front and those 
who merely sympathised with the Front. The 
committed were youths who listed the Front as 
their first choice party. Sympathisers were those 
who were generally favourable to the Front, but 
did not list it as first choice. 

What is interesting is that the sympathisers did 
not fit the picture of ‘poor whites’. On average the 
sympathisers as a group tended to be Conservative 
supporters, holding white collar or skilled jobs. 

It might be a mistake to think that the NF is 
only capable of attracting disgruntled Labour 
supporters. It might be able to tap a somewhat 
wider base of sympathy. 

What might be happening is that the National 
Front is likely to attract votes from disillusioned 
supporters of whatever government is in power. At 
present with a Labour government, there is a 
predominance of ex-Labour supporters amongst 
the committed National Front supporters. 

However in the event of a Conservative govern- 
ment, this pattern might well change. Conservative 
voters, who at present sympathise with the NF, 
might change their allegiance, if a future Thatcher 
government were to disappoint them. 

There are good reasons for predicting such a 
possibility. Thatcher’s recent outburst on immi- 
gration may well have raised racist expectations 
that under a future Conservative government the 
number of black people in Britain will be noticeably 
reduced. However obnoxious Conservative policies 
are, it is doubtful whether they will make any 
appreciable difference to the overall number of 
blacks living in Britain. The National Front no 
doubt will hope to cash in on these disappointed 
racist hopes. 

There is therefore good reason for thinking that 
the National Front, like all classic Fascist parties, 
will attempt to seek both middle and working class 
support. John Tyndall said as much in his interview 
with The Times last year. 

In addition the National Front has never wavered 
from its beliefin a joint world communist-capitalist 
conspiracy: a belief which Fascists traditionally 
have used to try to reconcile the different interests 
of working and middle class supporters. 

The New Society survey might have shown that 
anti-Fascist feeling is stronger than pro-Fascist 
feeling. However, it does not suggest that the 
National Front has run its course or has yet tapped 
the full range of its potential support. 
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One of the most important develop- 
ments in National Front ideology 
over the last five years has been 
their quiet, but persistent campaign 
to rewrite the history of the Second 
World War, and, in particular, to 
allege that the Nazi Death Camps 
didn’t happen. 

This campaign demonstrates — in 
the most evocative and grisly way — 
that the NF is now, as it always 
has been, a Nazi organisation, 
dedicated to the construction of an 
ultra-right, dictatorial terror-state 
on Hitlerite lines. For if the pro- 
testations of innocence (Tyndall 
and Webster’s denial that they are 
still Nazis, all the stuff about 
“vouthful indiscretions’’), were 
true, then why bother to rehabilitate 
the SS? If the NF were not deeply 
and hysterically anti-Semitic, why 
would they need to bother to 
rewrite the story of the Holocaust? 

The latest round in the “myth of 
the six million’ campaign by the 
NF journal Spearhead is the most 
blatant so far. In the “In Brief’ 
column (and it is quite long enough) 
of the April edition, the following 
pornography appears: 


““*The Holocaust’ . . . is a fantastic tale 
according to which six million Jews, 
after being relieved of théir dentures, 
wooden legs and gold teeth, were 
secretly exterminated at a synthetic 
rubber factory in 2,000-capacity death 
chambers disguised as shower-baths 
with an insecticide gas that was lighter 
than air but dropped from the ceiling, 
after which the millions of corpses 
were disposed of in slow-burning, four- 
at-a-time cremation ovens — leaving 
behind mountains of skeletal remains 
the height of office blocks which were 
never found and gallons of fat that was 
turned into soap. 

“A tall story, you may think. And 
indeed a number of scholars have 
come forward recently to say that 
they think it’s a load of old rubbish.”’ 


So, for the Front, quite openly 
and brazenly, the extermination 
camps of Auschwitz, Chelmno, 
Treblinka, Sobibor, Maidanek, 
Belzec, Buchenwald, Ravensbruck, 
’ Sachsenhausen, Belsen and Dachau, 
and all the others, they were “a tall 
story’’, ‘‘a fantastic tale’’, ‘‘a load 
of old rubbish’’. 


And we would remind our 
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readers that there are not ‘a 


number of scholars” who take this 


view. There are two. One is A.R. 
Butz, a Chicago Nazi, whose book 
The Hoax of the Twentieth Century 
has been praised by Nazis (and only 
by Nazis) all over the world; and 
“Richard Harwood’ of “London 
University’’, author of the pamphlet 
Did Six Million Really Die? which 
alleges that Auschwitz was just a 
factory, that the Diary of Anne 
Frank was forged, and that the 
death of the six million was ‘‘the 
most profitable atrocity allegation 
of all time’’. 

“Richard Harwood” of ‘“‘London 
University’ does not exist, of 
course. The author of the pamphlet 
is Richard Verrall, editor of Spear- 
head magazine. 


* * * 


Classic Nazi ideology dominates the 
April Spearhead. Three out of 
the five editorials are about the 
“Conspiracy Theory’’ (which, at its 
base, claims that Jewish financiers 
are responsible for almost every- 
thing). One leader blames the 
Socialist/ Communist vote at the 
French elections on “the Inter- 
national Financial establishment’’ 
and “hidden forces in contemporary 
politics’. Another speaks of ‘‘One- 
world financial agencies’’ promoting 
unemployment and a third speaks 
of “evil men behind the scenes’’. 
All these motley phrases, of course, 
mean “‘the Jews’’. 

This is shown rather more clearly 
in a nasty little half-page feature 
later in the same issue. The feature 
is, quite simply, a list of ‘some of 
the people who are formulating 
the policies of President Carter’s 
Government’’. The heading of the 
list is “‘Carter’s Crowd ... A drama 
in few words’’. The list, although it 
does not mention race, has been 
clearly selected with one purpose 
and one purpose only. All the 
names are identifiably Jewish. 

And just so that the dumber NF 
readers don’t miss the point, the 
piece is accompanied by a picture 
of Carter in a Jewish cap. This 
particular photograph is a favourite 
with Nazi newspapers throughout 


the world, though on past per- 
formance we suspect that it has in 
fact been taken from The Thunder- 
bolt, newspaper of the virulently 
anti-Semitic and Hitlerite National 
States Rights Party of America, 
whose fraternal relations with the 
Front have recently blossomed into 
something of a love affair. 
* * * 


Talking of America, there is a 
vastly amusing piece in Spearhead 
in which the Front (the piece is 
unsigned, but the article clearly 
has Martin Webster’s stamp) tries to 
wriggle out of its connections with 
the Ku Klux Klan, and, in particular. 
the publicity that David Duke’s 
frequent and fraternal meetings 
with members of the National 
Front received. 

The piece is headed ‘Another 
foreign import we can do with- 
out’? and consists of a stirring 
attack on the Klan. The KKK 
is, we are told, “totally irrelevant 
in this country”, “alien”, “just a 
nuisance’’. The Klan style may, we 
are informed, appeal to ‘“‘a few 
pathetic little cranks’, to those 
“too cowardly to come out into the 
open’’, to ‘‘drop-outs” who want to 
“hide their identities beneath their 
hoods and dunces’ capes”. 

Well, all very strong stuff. 
Welcome, indeed, that the Front 
rejects the murderous and vile 
Klan and all it stands for. 

Well, it would be, if they did. 
Because, sadly, the Front do not 
reject all the Klan stands for at all. 
Indeed, as far as what it stands for, 
the Front are at pains to make 
clear that that is AOK. Cop a load 
of the following: 


“We don’t necessarily fall for the anti- 
Klan propaganda churned out by the 
. political left, by the gutter press, by 
Hollywood, and by those who have a 
vested interest in race-mixing. We 
don’t believe that the Klan was, or is 
now, just motivated by hate. 
“We don’t’? — grab this! — “‘believe 
that its aim is to ill-treat the coloured 
man.”’ 


The article goes on to say that 
Klan methods may indeed “‘repre- 
sent the best method of defending 
the White Race in America’’, and 
continues: 





“What we British will decide is the 
approach to be used in defending the 
White Race in our country, and most 
Britons have already decided that the 
National Front approach is the right 
approach and not any other.” 


Later, the piece concludes: 


“We have ahomegrown British product 
called the National Front which right 
at this moment is probably making 
more progress towards winning political 
influence than anyone of like aims 
anywhere else in the world. When it 
comes to a style of doing things, that 
success speaks for itself.” 


Now, gentle reader, if you will, 
re-read those last three quotations; 
read, mark and inwardly digest. Do 
they not mean, quite clearly and 
unambiguously, that the National 
Front has no objection to the Klan’s 
aims to “‘defend the White Race’ 
(which, you recall, do not involve 
“ill-treatment” of blacks), and that 
the only difference is one of 
“approach” and “‘style’’? 

Does this article not mean that 
the Front’s only real objection to 
the Klan is (a) the fact that Martin 
thinks he’d still be recognisable in 
a white sheet and (b) that they are 
frightened of the competition? 
On the basic principles, violent 
racialism, there is no difference 
at all. 


The Klan piece refers with some 
pride to the NF’s strategy of “the 
seeking of political power through 
the ballot box”. On the opposite 
page, in an article actually signed 
by Martin Webster, is another 
reference to the need to “hit our 
enemies where it hurts them most: 
the ballot box’’. After the electoral 
disaster of May the 4th, Webster 
may be forced to eat those words, 
but let us pass that by, because at 
the top of the Fat Man’s article is 
the following paragraph to which 
you might care to direct your 
attention. It reads as follows: 


“Late last December it will be remem- 
bered that the News of the World 
covered its front page with particulars 
of court convictions sustained by John 
Tyndall and myself. As is well known, 
none of those convictions was for dis- 
honesty or any other act which might 


reflect discredit on your personal 
characters. All the offences stemmed 
from purely political activity during 
our admittedly wild and woolly 
‘political adolescence’ of more than a 
decade ago.” 


Well, as always, let our readers 
judge. The offences in question 
were (for Tyndall), threatening 
behaviour (1959), organising a 
private army (1962), insulting 
behaviour (1964), possession of 
offensive weapons (1966) and pos- 
session of a gun and ammunition 
(1967). Webster has two convic- 
tions: for assault (1964) and, 
slightly less than a decade ago, for 
insulting behaviour in 1969. 

Now, of course, it is true that 
these offences did arise out of 
political activity, though we would 
respectfully suggest that ‘‘wild 
and woolly”? is something of a 
euphemism for the type of activity 
concerned. In fact, Tyndall and 
Webster were leading members of 
the British Nazi Movement from 
1962 till 1964, when they set up 
the (also Nazi) Greater Britain 
Movement. 

Their wildness and woolliness 
consisted of a belief in the violent 
pursuit of the slogan ‘‘Hitler Was 
Right”. Tyndall said that there was 
an “unanswerable case’? for mass- 
murder under “‘the gas chamber 
system’’. Webster spoke glowingly 
of ‘“‘the chill north wind flaunting 
the swastika-banner in the sky’’. 

And as we have seen already in 
this column, as we have seen and 
shown in Searchlight, issue by issue, 
consistently (for the evidence is 
overwhelming), Webster was quite 
right to put the phrase “‘political 
adolescence”’ in inverted commas. 
For Tyndall and Webster have 
carried exactly the same ideas 
— if occasionally more cunningly 
expressed — over into their “‘politi- 
cal maturity”’ in the present day. 


* * * 


Cooke is clearly a bit cross about 
Spearhead, and makes no bones 
about it: 


“SIR: I would be pleased if you could 
make it plain to your readers where 
you stand with regard to the military 


junta in Argentina. Ronald Rickcord 
in the February issue refers to the 
corrupt and inefficient regime of 
President Videla. The political pundits 
who are always ready to equate an 
orderly society with the restraints of 
dictatorship are, of course, intoning 
these very sentiments, as they have 
done with Chile.” 


Mr Cooke goes on to remark that 
“surely ...such regime is a blessing”’ 
and concludes: 


“Is it not better for society that, 
in such circumstances, the power 
of maintaining law and order be 
taken out of the hands of the liberal 
masochists and summary justice be 
dispenced by the military, albeit 
undemocratically, as in Chile and surely 
as it should have been in Northern 
Ireland?”’ 


There have clearly been gremlins 
at work elsewhere in Spearhead. 
The word ‘“‘ballot’? should, ob- 
viously, have read ‘“‘bullet’’. 


And last, an example of the open- 
ness and de-hooded character of NF 
activity. Not for them secrecy and 
dirty tricks. Not for them conceal- 


ment. For them, all is open and 
above board. 


So, cast your eye across the 
subsequent, from an article about 
the NF in the Universities: 


“We must be carefully preparing the 
ground for an extensive National 
Front movement within the Univer- 
sities .. . Steady effort should be made 
to recruit: new members inside the 
universities themselves. One way in 
which this could be done is by the 
establishment of ‘cultural societies’. A 
‘British Heritage Preservation Society’, 
for example, may well attract a great 
deal of potential nationalists. The 
members of such a society could then 
be sounded out to see where their 
sympathies lay. If the results were 
encouraging to the extent that the 
majority of the members sympathised 
with nationalist policies, the society 
could later be transformed so as to be 
openly National Front.” 


Students Unions, you have been 
warned. What seems like a “British 
Heritage Preservation Society’? may 
well in fact be a “German National- 
Socialism Restoration Society”’. 
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NF Election Agent Fined 

John Roberts, campaign manager for the NF in 
High Wycombe, was fined for some unusual 
canvassing at a recent Front demonstration in 
town. He was said to have kicked passers-by — 
one way of making his presence felt. Anyhow, 
it cost him a £25 fine. 


* * * 


Bradford CARF Extends 

The CARF in Bradford has been extended into 
Aire Valley, where a similar organisation has been 
set up to work in the smaller towns. 

The new Anti-Nazi League in Pontefract and 
Castleford has made a special appeal to miners and 
factory workers to join the fight against the NF. 
Rugby now has its own branch of the Anti-Nazi 
League. 

* * * 


British Movement in Wales 

The British Movement was reported to have been 
recruiting in Wales. They managed to hold a meet- 
ing in a room at the Guildhall in Wrexham, having 
booked themselves as a voluntary community 
organisation concerned with helping people in the 
district. 

Arthur Calland, chairman of the Clwyd BM, 
told the press afterwards that their interest was to 
‘seek power by the most direct route’, and left 
no doubts in anybody’s mind about what they 
wanted themselves to be seen as. He said that 
‘stories of Jews being exterminated was the hoax 
of the 20th Century’, and that ‘we declared war 
on Germany .. . and murdered millions of civilian 
Germans.’ : 

He said he thought all 30 people at the meeting 
were British soldiers who had been in Ulster. 

* * * 


Jewish Leader Condemns Competition for 

Racialist Vote 
Dr Jacob Gerwitz, director of the defence commit- 
tee of the Jewish Board of Deputies, told a pre- 
election meeting in Brent that anyone who thinks 
the NF is a ‘little bit to the right of the Tories will 
have to do some rethinking’. He said, “Don’t under- 
estimate them. They make sure they do everything 
right and proper. They are extremely polite. You 
wouldn’t think that these people could shove any- 
one in a gas chamber.” 

But Hitler had started out with repatriation, 
which was the Front’s plan for this country, and 
he had ended with the gas chambers. 

Dr Gerwitz also said that the young people that 
the NF attracts are “more extremist, and the 
leaders are having trouble controlling them as they 
demand more violent measures”. 

He condemned any party trying to compete 
with the NF for the racialist vote, mentioning 
Thatcher’s speech on immigration in particular. 
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Brent Council Inquiry Over Leaks to Front 


After the NF in Brent used a letter from confiden- 
tial files in the Town Hall in an attempt to spread 
more racial hatred, a full-scale inquiry has begun 
into how the letter fell into their hands. 

Both Labour and Tory councillors supported an 
investigation into the leak. A Front spokesman 
said that they receive confidential information 
from time to time and act upon it when they feel 
the time is right. In this case it was a letter from a 
Health Officer about a young Indian found to be 
a typhoid carrier. It contained recommendations 
to the housing department about suitable accom- 
modation for the man after hospital treatment, 
taking into consideration, not surprisingly, the 
hazards of infection. 

* * * 


Back to the Sewers 

The National Front did not get very far in Durring- 
ton when they tried to hand out leaflets outside 
the High School. Members of Young Socialists and 
Young Conservatives together confronted the local 


\NF organiser and youth officer, who soon left to 


jeers like ‘“‘Get back down the sewers where you 
belong”. 
* * * 


Monday Club Denounced by Bradford CRC 


The Monday Club’s claim that the Community 
Relations Council was an ‘immigrant pressure group’ 
provoked a strong reaction from Mr Mohammed 
Ajib, chairman of Bradford Metropolitan CRC. He 
said, “No matter what kind of smear campaign 
these people choose to mount, the fact cannot be 
altered that the CRC is a voice of sanity among the 
ever-increasing noises being made by racist elements. 
It has the backing, support and co-operation of 
large numbers of men and women of every race 
and background who are united in their conviction 
that Britain is a multi-racial society and that this 
reality cannot be reversed.” 

Mr Ajib said that the Monday Club was a “‘pres- 
sure group within the Conservative Party which is 
noted for its rigid, uncompromising and parochial 
outlook on many problems and whose thinking 
is almost indistinguishable from the National 
Front’s on matters of race and immigration.” 


Camden Council call for changes in Public Order 
Act 

The Home Secretary has been asked by Camden 
Council to alter the Public Order Act so that local 
councils would have a say in decisions affecting 
public control. Coun. Joan Hymans, moving the 
idea, said it was felt that the police in London were 
being forced to make political decisions more so 
than in the provinces. 





Conservative councillors opposed the idea of 
altering the law, except perhaps to extend the 
London system throughout the country. Coun. 
Spence said he regretted that ‘the deterioration in 
our political life made such discussions necessary’ 
and that issues like the right to march should be 
decided solely on the grounds of public order. 

The whole point is that organisations like the 
NF are breaking another law every time they go on 
the streets, which the authorities, including Rees, 
are turning a blind eye to; and that is the Race 
Relations Act. Why should we all suffer an infringe- 
ment of liberty because they are not prepared to 
face the real issue? 

That is something the Home Secretary should be 
asked about. 


* * * 


Trades Council Slams Anderton 
Northwest police chief James Anderton has been 
accused by local trade unionists of setting himself 
up as a demi-god, and moving the country alone 
the road to being a police state. Tameside Trades 
Council called on Mr Anderton to come and 
discuss his views with them hoping to ‘clear the 
air’; Mr Jack Pettit, president of the council said, 
“Who is he to tell us how to live our lives and set 
our standards? He is going too far in many respects 
and should not force others to swallow his ideals.” 

The council was particularly critical of the 
handling of the recent NF meeting and of Mr 
Anderton’s view that everyone should be finger- 
printed and carry identity cards. 

When Anderton refused to meet the Trades 
council to talk about his policies, further action 
was discussed at a meeting of regional TC leaders. 


* * * 


CARF set up in Cambridge 

A Campaign Against Racism and Fascism was set 
up in Cambridge last month. The new group, which 
has a very broad membership, plans to monitor 
NF activity and work towards racial harmony in 
the town. 

The president of the Eastbourne Trades Council 
attacked the ‘extreme racist and right wing doc- 
trines of the National Front, when he spoke at the 
annual meeting of the trades council. He said, 
“Their particular racist propaganda touches a raw 
nerve in our normally tolerant society and provides 
extreme reaction among otherwise decent citizens. 

“If the Front continues to grow then the main 
danger to our democracy will be the reaction of 
future governments to their strident demands on 
race and related issues.” 


CARF in N. Devon 


The Torbay Trades Council have voted to affiliate 
to the Torbay Anti-National Front Alliance, formed 
recently. 


In North Devon, a rally against racism is to be 
held to bring together all anti-racists in the region. 
Support has been guaranteed from many organi- 
sations and individuals who hope to form a broad 
Campaign Against Racism and Fascism as a result 
of the rally. 


Anti-Nazi League 
New Anti-Nazi League branches have been started 
in Bristol and Harrogate. Preston Trades Council 
organised a picket at a pub used as an NF meeting 
place and the town’s Anti-Nazi League said they 
would support it. 


YNF try to get foothold in Scotland 

Scotland has not until now been a very promising 
recruiting ground for the NF. But their recent 
attempts to gain publicity in that direction were 
quite successful when school pupils in Glasgow and 
Edinburgh were discovered with NF leaflets and 
stickers. At Portobello High school in Edinburgh, 
teachers found 6 NF members led by a 13 year old 
boy, who was openly brandishing his membership 
card. 

The NF denied that they were handing out 
literature outside schools, as they have been south 
of the border, but they said that YNF members 
(min. age 14) were in a position to get bundles of 
leaflets to hand out to friends. 

The NUSS, which has more than 1,000 members 
in Scotland, plan to issue anti-Front leaflets in the 
schools where the NF have been active. They have 
been compiling a record of their activities in the 
schools, such as harassment of non-White pupils, 
grafitti on the walls, and posting look-outs at the 
gates in case the NF tried to hang about there. 
One of the organisers Tom McKirdy, said ‘The 
National Front have wheedled their way into our 
schools and there are many pupils who are daft 
enough to join them . . . The big danger is that the 
Front will turn into a cult organisation, offering 
the kind of rebellious attraction which many pupils 
will go for.” 


Teach more Modern History Call 

In Waltham Forest, Labour Councillors made a 
recommendation that 20th Century history should 
be studied in schools. Coun. Harry Cohen answered 
fears that this would be bringing politics into the 
classroom by saying, ‘“‘How can you teach modern 
history without being political? Facts and figures 
go together. The facts are that millions were 
exterminated and hounded from their homes. The 
politics behind that were fascist. Nazism is the 
blackest spot on the 20th Century — and it is 
growing again out of ignorance. We must teach our 
children.” 
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They have had their windows broken on several 
occasions, had NF daubed on the walls and a num- 
ber of attempts have been made to set the house 
on fire. 

On the evening of Tuesday, March 7 a number 
of youths were seen to be hanging around the 
house and some of them had tied a long piece of 
string to the door knocker, and whilst in hiding 
had started to pull at it. 

Suddenly there was a crack through the back 
window and in moments the room was turned 
into a blazing inferno. Mrs Iqbal and the children 
panicked and in the confusion six year old Javid 
was left in his bedroom. 

By the time he was rescued he was in a serious 
condition and three weeks later still critically ill 
in hospital. 

Another victim has been claimed as a conse- 
quence of the activities of racially motivated 
organisations stirring people into insane acts of 
violence. 


West London 


Five racist inspired youths raided the Army Cadet 
Training Centre in Paddington and stole two Bren 
guns, seven .303 rifles, eight pairs of combat 
trousers, two denim jackets, 154 rounds of blank 
ammunition and two gun cleaning sets. 

The Bren guns were eventually recovered from 
under the floor boards at the home of 34-year old 
John Tone. He claimed that they decided to teach 
coloured people a “lesson” by scaring them follow- 
ing a row in a pub. The idea was to raid the depot 
and leave an NF sign. 

One of the accused Robert Nash, who was jailed 
for six months when he appeared at Marylebone 
Court, said: “I thought that if the coloured people 
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heard about it they might think that someone was 
going to get them.” 


Haringey 

Racists struck four times in the Muswell Hill area 
between March 30 and April 14. The first attack 
took place in the early hours of Thursday , March 
30 when a corner shop in Wood Green was daubed 
with the slogans “‘Adolf Hitler Lives” and “Jesus 
Christ was killed by Jews”’ 

That same night the Muswell Avenue home of 
Pauline Naidoo was sprayed with KKK signs, 
swastikas and slogans saying: ‘“‘We are back”. The 
attack followed a letter written by Pauline Naidoo 
to the Radio Times criticising an article about the 
Nazi concentration camps. In an interview with 
the Hornsey Journal she said: ‘I wrote to the 
Radio Times because of an article they had written 
on the concentration camps. As a Jew who had 
some relatives murdered in these camps I was ap- 
palled by the way it was written.” 

Shortly before discovering the slogans she had a 
phone call saying “You are a Jewess. You should 
be deported to Israel.” 

Police put the incident down to local kids and a 
spokesman said: “The National Front or a political 
organisation wouldn’t do it like that, they would 
have a car. Kids were seen running away from the 
house, and these kids don’t know the difference 
between fascism and communism.” 

On the same day these attacks took place the 
Journal received a call from a middle-aged woman 
claiming to be speaking on behalf of the Knights 
of the Klu Klux Klan (Dave Duke’s organisation). 
The Wood Green police were informed but a 
week later the reporter who took the call hadn’t 
been interviewed by them. 
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